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Dear Geoff, 

Thank you for inviting me to state my position regarding the Mayfield Market Town proposal.  

As you will recall, we met this summer shortly after I was elected to represent Hurstpierpoint and Downs ward 

on Mid Sussex District Council. The briefing that you provided was immensely helpful. I also attended the Inter 

Parish Group meeting in Albourne on 5th September this year where the affected parish councils, LAMBS and 

local district and county councillors met to hear an update from a planning officer from Horsham District 

Council and discuss the current situation. In the interest of balance, I then agreed to meet representatives 

from Mayfield Market Town on 12th September. 

I feel that I have given both LAMBS and MMT a fair hearing, and I am well placed to conclude that the 

proposals that Mayfield Market Town are putting forward are flawed and I do not support their plans. 

My reasons are as follows: 

1. MMT assume that approximately 7,000 residents out of a population of 17,000 will work within the 

boundaries of Mayfield. The claim is that Mayfield will be a largely self-contained entity, but without 

sufficient reason to support this. We live in a society where people can freely choose where they live and 

where they work, and so I cannot see how this assertion can have any credibility. 

2. No plans exist to upgrade transport links from Mayfield out to nearby trunk roads, or to introduce 

sustainable transport options like trams to link into the rail network. This is justified in part because 

point (1) enables Mayfield to argue that the uplift in population movements would not be significant 

enough to create strain on our existing road network.  

3. I believe that there will be an ecological impact should Mayfield go ahead. Amongst other concerns, it will 

add to the flood risk of the River Adur. The evidence indicates that our weather patterns are becoming 

more volatile, and so we should be taking steps to reduce flood risk rather than exacerbate it. 

Consequently, great care needs to be taken about where new housing developments are sited. 

Should I be elected as the next member of parliament for Arundel and South Downs, you have my assurance 

that I will do everything in my power to support LAMBS and stop this development taking place.  

I would like to add though, that regardless of the outcome of the general election, I will continue to support 

LAMBS and the Inter Parish Group in my capacity as a local district councillor for a ward whose residents 

would be detrimentally affected by Mayfield.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Alison Bennett 
Alison Bennett 

Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Arundel and South Downs 
Mid Sussex District Councillor for Hurstpierpoint and Downs 
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