
 
(received as an email) 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Zeidler, 

Thank you for your enquiry and your good wishes for my election campaign are much 
appreciated. 

I have been aware of this issue from reports in the local press and join you in appreciating 
the work of Sir Nicholas Soames and Nick Herbert in resisting this proposal. Regrettably it 
seems to have the backing of very influential figures and they seem unwilling to accept that 
they will not eventually be allowed to go ahead. 

All Parties, including the Labour Party, are committed to a very necessary massive increase 
in house building. However we are also strongly committed to dealing with what is now the 
climate emergency and the housing problem cannot be resolved in any way which impacts 
on our ability to deal with climate change. In this case it would be quite wrong to be 
building on green field sites with the loss of trees, hedgerows, the effect on habitats etc. 
There would also be traffic problems with a probability of hundreds of vehicles travelling 
for access to local stations. 

There are sites of all sizes across the country which are suitable for the provision of 
housing. For example the Neighbourhood Plan for Burgess Hill, approved by residents, 
allows for new industrial facilities along the A2300 corridor to replace the current Victoria 
Industrial Park which would then be freed up for the provision of housing. 

I fully expect that all local political parties will support your campaign and I do not 
particularly wish to make this a party political issue. However there is a worry that 
apparently one of the main planks of the Conservative Government's policy for dealing with 



the housing crisis will be a relaxation of planning law which will inevitably favour the 
requirements of developers over the interests of local communities. 

If elected I would make it a priority to meet with you for a full briefing on the background to 
this issue. In the meantime, I assure you of my opposition to this proposed development. 

Kind regards, 

Gemma Bolton, Labour Parliamentary Candidate for Mid Sussex 


