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Introduction
Welcome to this first LAMBS Annual review where 
we seek to summarise what we believe has been 
achieved since LAMBS was first established in 
June 2013 around a kitchen table in Wineham and 
since our first public meeting held jointly with the 
CPRE at Adastra Hall, Hassocks on October 18th 
2013.  We hope you find it interesting.

When LAMBS was founded, it was set up with a 
formal constitution whose aims were

“... the preservation and protection of the Low 
Weald of West Sussex by supporting sustainable 
organic development and opposing unsustainable 
development that would impact upon the character 
of the Towns, Villages and Hamlets in the Low 
Weald by being well informed  so as to influence the 
planning process both locally and, where possible, 
nationally. 

The most pressing issue at hand which is to 
override all others is for the Association to oppose 
the application by Mayfield Market Towns (MMT) to 
develop a new town in the Low Weald.”

We have been active in achieving this aim, but 
until MMT dissolve their company, and declare 
that they no longer wish to blight the lives of 
local residents through their undemocratic, 
unsustainable and unjustified scheme then we will 
persist.

    Committee
Founder:                          Anthony Watts Williams

Chairman:                                    Geoff Zeidler

Administrator:                                Louisa Rydon  

Press and Publicity:                           Jane Watson

Community Relations:                       Ruth Thomson 

Fund Raising:                                  Suzi Sawyer

Web and Publications:                     Richard Howard

Treasurer:                                        Zoe Roos
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LAMBS could not have achieved what we have so 
far without the help of our fantastic volunteers  They 
respond quickly to any request and have been out in 
all weathers carrying out leaflet drops across a very 
large area, they have manned the LAMBS stands at the 
summer fetes and helped with events such as the torch 
lightings and been involved with our public meetings   
It has also been encouraging to get so many useful 
suggestions emailed to us and there are many excellent 
ideas being put forward   

We would again like to thank the team of wonderful 
volunteers who gave their time unsparingly preparing for 
the Ball and all that it entailed, and to the very generous 
auction donors who helped make the evening such a 
success in raising the funds needed for an effective 
campaign    Also to every person who bought a ticket 
for the Ball and contributed to such a memorable and 
enjoyable evening   

Without the community’s support we wouldn’t 
have a successful campaign.

The Committee would like to thank many people who 
have contributed to the success of LAMBS over the 
past 18 months   In particular we would like to thank the 
following organisations for their invaluable assistance;

CPRE
www cpresussex org uk

Dr Roger Smith
Michael Brown

Sussex Widlife Trust
www sussexwildlifetrust org uk

Dr Tony Whitbread

Sussex Ornithological 
Society
www sos org uk

Dr Barrie Watson
Val Bentley
Tom Simon

Hands of Henfield
www.handsoffhenfield.org.uk

Kenneth McIntosh

John Donaldson
For his report into ‘Flooding in 
the New Town  Area’ 

Penny Hopkins
For her Sussex Watercolourists 
Campaign 

Jackie Thompson
Wildlife Splash

Mike Bailey - The Royal 
Oak Wineham
For all his welcoming hospitality 
and support throughout the year 

We would also like to thank the following supporters 
who have given so much of their time in supporting 
LAMBS in so many different ways; Robert Worsley, 
John Potts, Nikki Ernest, Denys Murphy, Chris 
O’Grady, Maureen Tidbury, Kathy Horniblow, Gaye 
Allen, John Sandford-Pike, Anne Higginson, Gill 
Blackburn, Viv and Gerald Buss, The Sheridan Family 
and Nan, John, Lucinda & Charlie Langhorne.

Our two MP’s Sir Nicholas Soames and Nick 
Herbert have staunchly supported the LAMB’s campaign 
from the start  We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank them both for all their hard work on our behalf as 
well as the local District and Parish Councils for their 
strong, united opposition to Mayfields proposals.

A WORD OF THANKS
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2013 Diary
October: Seven Mile Yellow Ribbon and 
First Public Meeting

October 16th:  LAMBS staged its first publicity event, 
successfully wrapping 1,000+ acres of countryside in a 
huge seven mile yellow ribbon to symbolically protect it 
from development  Hundreds of villagers turned out to 
help despite the cold and drizzle. The event was filmed 
by both BBC and ITV film crews, broadcast on all local 
radio stations and covered by all the local papers  The 
story was even broadcast in Scotland 

October 18th:  LAMBS held its first Public Meeting at 
Adastra Hall  The event, held jointly with the Campaign 
to Protect Rural England (CPRE), featured keynote 
speeches by Mid Sussex MP, Sir Nicholas Soames and 
Arundel and South Downs MP, Nick Herbert  Both spoke 
passionately against Mayfields proposals – Nick Herbert 
said MMT’s actions were “contemptible”   

The meeting attracted around 400 people which filled 
the hall to capacity – some had to listen from outside. 
The event was widely reported in the press 

November: Inspector rejects Mid 
Sussex Plan on Duty to Cooperate

November 12th:  Around 100 LAMBS supporters 
attended the first hearing of the Mid Sussex Plan. The 
Inspector examined the Plan on a technicality called The 
Duty to Cooperate and then rejected it after just one day 
of the hearing  The CPRE’s Dr Roger Smith called it a 
“Kangaroo Court” 

December: Parliamentary Debate, 
Number 10 and Christmas Torches

December 3rd: Our MPs, Sir Nicholas Soames and 
Nick Herbert secured a Parliamentary Debate on MMT’s 
proposals, Sir Nicholas called the scheme “grotesque 
and wholly unwanted” and Mr Herbert said MMT had 
set out to “undermine and interfere with the planning 
process ”

December 10th:  Speaking at a seminar in Brighton, 
MMT’s  Director, Lee Newlyn’s sales pitch backfired 
spectacularly when he suggested that Golf Buggies 
could be used to link Mayfields with Burgess Hill station 
7 miles away. The local press had a field day with the 
Argus punning: “it may not be par for the course”! 

December 18th:  Four local teenagers who had been 
compiling a Young Person’s Petition since October 
delivered a Christmas card to Number 10 asking the 
Prime Minister to “Protect our countryside for the future”  
They were interviewed live on BBC Radio Sussex and by 
a TV crew in Downing Street 

December 22nd:  Hundreds of torches were lit along 
miles of country lanes throughout the area to show 
people’s determination to fight MMT for as long as it 
takes  The event was front page news in the New Year 
edition of the Mid Sussex Times and raised nearly 
£1,000  
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2014 Diary
February: Flooding hits the headlines

Throughout the past 18 months, LAMBS volunteers 
have collected extensive photographic evidence of the 
area’s flood events (thanks particularly to Denys Murphy 
and John Donaldson)  From October 2013 to October 
2014 there were around a dozen significant floods in 
the area – caused by both surface water and by river 
flooding. 

February 2014 was a particularly soggy month and 
LAMBS ensured that the press were made fully aware 
of the conditions in our villages by sending accounts 
and photos to all the local papers  As a result of this on 
February 20th no less than five local newspapers were 
carrying the story – downstream, the Steyning Herald ran 
it as a front page lead 

April: April Fool and LAMBS Big Bird 
Watch

April 1st: Feeling the need for some light relief we 
published an April Fool on the LAMBS website  The 
post ridiculed Mayfields’ ludicrous transport solutions 
by suggesting a Hot Air Balloon from Hickstead to Kings 
Cross as a fast link to the city  A spoof photo of the 
balloon was taken at the Royal Oak in Wineham 

April/May: LAMBS Bird Watch.
 With a view to recording distribution of our incredible 

bird population, LAMBS held its first ever Bird Watch. 
We took advice from The Sussex Ornithological Society 
(SOS) and were given guidance from Val Bentley, who 
has been monitoring the Nightingales in Wineham for 
many years   This is an extremely important area for 
birds with 16 Red Listed species, 29 Amber Listed (ten of 
these, plus two others are also listed under Schedule 1 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act) 

LAMBS’ Bird Watch took place over three weeks and 
recorded a huge variety of species from humble House 
Sparrows (not as common as you may think) to Red 
Listed species like Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and 
Yellowhammers  The results have been an enormous 
help to our Wildlife Splash Ecologist, Jackie Thompson, 
enabling her to concentrate her studies in the right areas 

May: Guided Nightingale Walks and 
Henfield Village Evening.

These highly successful walks were led by 
Twineham’s resident ornithologist; Tom Simon who is an 
expert at spotting our hidden Wildlife. The first walk on 
the evening of May 4th took place at one of Twineham’s 
Nightingale hotspots where participants heard four 
beautiful birds in song  The next day a daytime walk 
provided the highlight of our spring watch with not only 
Nightingales, but also a sighting of an extremely rare 
Osprey hunting over the river in Wineham  

May 9th: Thanks to an invitation from Henfield Parish 
Council, LAMBS took a table at Henfield’s Village 
evening held every four years to give residents an 
opportunity to meet with the organisers of the many 
varied societies, groups and clubs in Henfield.  

June: Public Meeting, Burgess Hill
June 20th: LAMBS second Public Meeting took place 

at St Paul’s Catholic College in Burgess Hill and was 
even bigger than our first. More than 500 filled the hall 
to capacity with some families listening from the patios 
outside 

The panel of speakers included Arundel and Downs 
MP, Nick Herbert; Mid Sussex MP, Sir Nicholas Soames; 
Mid Sussex District Councillor, Norman Webster; 
Horsham District Councillor and Council Chairman, Brian 
O’Connell; Founder of LAMBS, Anthony Watts Williams; 
Chief Executive of the Sussex Wildlife Trust, Dr Tony 
Whitbread; Dr Roger Smith, Sussex CPRE and Kenneth 
MacIntosh from Hands Off Henfield. 

The purpose of the meeting was to inform and to 
raise funds – LAMBS succeeded on both counts!

June/July August: Summer Fetes
LAMBS took stands at the summer fetes in Partridge 

Green, Cowfold, Hurstpierpoint, Shermanbury and 
Albourne giving us the opportunity to interact with 
residents and share information with them   
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July/August: Summer Ecology
Throughout the summer Jackie Thompson from 

Wildlife Splash has been studying the area for LAMBS’ 
Ecology Report  Due to the sheer size of the site this 
is a massive undertaking and Jackie has been aided 
enormously by the support she has received from local 
people and the willingness of land owners to facilitate her 
study. The finished report shows that a development on 
the scale of Mayfields would indeed have a devastating 
environmental impact on the whole of Sussex:

“This initial scoping survey has shown this to be an 
under-recorded area of Sussex. It is clear from the survey 
that the range and size of habitats have the potential 
to support significant numbers of protected species 
covering all the major groups. Mitigation on such a large 
scale would be extremely problematical and realistically, 
impossible.”

The report highlights the ecological impact of such 
a development for miles around listing many rare 
species of mammals, butterflies, birds, bats, reptiles 
and dragonflies. It also points out this area’s role as an 
important rural wildlife corridor across Mid Sussex and 
also its role in providing a ‘natural SUDS (sustainable 
drainage systems) for the inhabitants of Henfield and 
others downstream ’ 

The full report will be available on the LAMBS website 
soon

August/September: Canvas for the 
Countryside

During late summer and early autumn, a group 
of local artists were hard at work painting beautiful 
landscapes of the countryside at risk  They all then 
donated a stunning collection of their work to LAMBS  
The LAMBS Art Sale was co-ordinated by Penny 
Hopkins a talented local watercolourist and art teacher 
who grew up in the area and has exhibited for the 
prestigious Royal Watercolour Society  The paintings, 
which were on display at the Yellow Ribbon Ball, raised 
£1,031 

Drinks Reception
September 26th: A prominent resident in Blackstone 

hosted a drinks reception enabling us to share 
information with supportive landowners 

October: The Yellow Ribbon Ball
October 11th: The Yellow Ribbon Ball was a sell-

out event held in the Beethoven Suite at Hickstead 
Showground  Hundreds of people came along to enjoy 
an evening of live music, food, wine and entertainment  
The music was provided by a local flautist, Real Illusions 
from Hurstpierpoint College and the hugely popular 
Butcher Blues Band  We were fortunate to receive some 
extremely generous auction prizes which enabled us to 
raise a fabulous £12,605.

October 28th: LAMBS members attended a seminar 
titled ‘Meeting Housing Needs in Brighton – Building In, 
Up or Out’. Mayfields Director, Lee Newlyn once again 
tried to sell his scheme to the city and once again failed  
He received just two votes from the audience of more 
than 100 of Brighton’s property elite  

November: The Horsham District 
Council Strategic Plan Review

November 4th – November 19th:  Horsham Council’s 
District Plan was examined in public for three weeks by 
a Government Inspector  The plan does not propose any 
major developments in this area 

Around 20 developers objected to the District Plan - 
all asking for an increase in planned housing numbers, 
whilst parish councils and the CPRE called for less 
building  MMT put in by far the largest claim urging the 
Inspector to increase the numbers by more than 50% to 
accommodate a new town 

November 18th: On the penultimate day of the hearing 
MMT was given nearly a full day to present its proposal 
for a new town  The two local MPs Sir Nicholas Soames 
and Nick Herbert were granted special permission to 
speak on that day and MMT was faced with a wall of 
opposition from every tier of local government 

Defending its Housing Plan, Horsham District Council 
was also supported by representatives from Mid Sussex 
District Council, West Sussex County Council, nine 
Parish Councils, the CPRE and LAMBS 

LAMBS’ Landmark Chambers Barrister, Richard 
Turney used the strong evidence we have collected over 
the past year to refute many of MMT’s claims 
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FUND RAISING
LAMBS has been tremendously well supported, 

both in terms of volunteers willing to leaflet; report any 
activities that MMT have undertaken; and also through 
donations 

The main reason to raise money has been to ensure 
that LAMBS could afford to secure the best expert and 
legal advice to combat the financial muscle of Mayfield 
Market Towns, and preparation for the Horsham District 
Council Plan Hearings cost over £30,000 as can be seen 
below 

We anticipate a similar spend will be required for the 
Mid-Sussex hearing in 2015, and may be required in the 
case of further activities in Horsham depending on the 
Inspectors recommended modifications, due in January 
2015, and Report, due in March/April 2015.

A brief summary of the financial position to the 
31st December 2014 is:

Revenue
Donations £33,620

Fairs & Sales £ 1,425

LAMBS Ball profits £12,605

Total Revenue £47,650

Expenses
Planning Consultants £12,733

Legal Fees £11,100

Expert Advice  £6,536

Other Operating Costs £2785

Total expenses £33,154

Available £14,496

Balance Sheet
Assets £14,496

Tangible Assets £ Nil

Liabilities £ Nil
These accounts are subject to approval by an Independent 
Auditor
No payments were made to any member of the Committee, 
other than to reimburse costs incurred on behalf of LAMBS 
No assets were transferred out of the organisation 

December: Torchlight Vigil and 
Inspector’s Decision

December 8th:  LAMBS stages its second annual 
Christmas Torch event  This time the torches were all 
lit in Wineham as a vigil to the countryside at risk  The 
event was filmed by the BBC’s Inside Out program to be 
screened in early 2015. LAMBS would like to thank Mike 
and Sharon at the Royal Oak for their continued support 
and great hospitality 

December 19th:  The Government Inspector, Geoff 
Salter publishes his initial findings in the Examination of 
Hosham’s District Plan  It is not good news for MMT and 
LAMBS wastes no time in responding – LAMBS Founder, 
Anthony Watts Williams stated to the press:  “Although 
this is great news, the fight will only really be won when 
the Mayfields blight has been lifted from our community.”
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FUTURE PLANS
LAMBS recognised from the outset, that the greatest 

challenge from Mayfield Market Towns (MMT) was their 
credibility and financial backing from Peter Freeman of 
Argent, and with it the potential to play a long game   
Over the last eighteen months, LAMBS has developed 
from scratch, and established itself as a credible rallying 
point for residents, landowners, Politicians and others 
from the Community as best shown through our 1,200+ 
followers on Facebook  However, to ensure that LAMBS 
can resist plans for a market town from MMT or any 
other party that run counter to the Association’s aims, 
LAMBS has ambitious plans for 2015 to ensure that it 
has the capability to continue as long as necessary 

Day to day, LAMBS’ focus is to ensure MMT’s 
misleading statements and behaviour are identified and 
publicised as widely as possible to continue to diminish 
their credibility and ensure residents, landowners, 
planners and the media are properly informed 

In 2015 the specific plans we intend to develop are:

•  To raise a minimum of £40,000 before June 2015 
to ensure that LAMBS is fully funded for the 
challenges of the next plan reviews and for legal 
representation in the civil courts if called for.

•  To prepare for the Mid Sussex Plan Hearing and 
ensure that LAMBS is in a position to oppose any 
elements which may afford MMT an opportunity to 
continue.

•  To identify those financially affected by Mayfield 
and the decisions of its Directors, and seek legal 
routes for financial redress and to ensure that they 
cannot continue to “blight without cost”.

•  To provide detailed evidence to the Environment 
Agency, whose current flooding maps used by the 
Planning Inspectorate do not reflect the extent 
of flooding seen multiple times across the Low 
Weald area in 2014 with a view to getting them 
updated.

•  To ensure the significant elements identified in the 
Ecology are properly presented at the Mid Sussex 
Plan review.

•  To establish LAMBS as a Community Interest 
Company, formally locking any money raised to 
the Aims of LAMBS and its Community purpose 
and protecting donors.

•  To engage with the local Communities and Parish 
Councils of the Low Weald area and find ways 
for LAMBS to support the most effective delivery 
of Neighbourhood Plans, and the economic and 
social development of a thriving rural Community 
that retains its current character.

We believe that this program will ensure 
that LAMBS can fulfil its primary purpose of 
convincing Mayfield Market Towns to withdraw 
any interest in the futile promotion of its Market 
Town plans; but also start to utilise the knowledge 
and Community support this proposal has 
generated for the long term benefit of the area.

We would welcome any thoughts, contributions or 
support for these plans.

 Contacts
Website:  www  lambs org uk

Email:  lambsorg@gmail com

Address:  LAMBS, Suite 204,  
   33 Queen Street, Horsham,       
 RH13 5SAA

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/mayfieldprotest  

Twitter:  twitter.com/lambs_sussex
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